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WHY  not;'     An  Upun  Litter  by  Jas.   K.   Koaf 


Toronto,  27th  Nov.,  1917 
Til,'  Hon.  M.  C/    Hrambauijh, 


{'.nrcrnor  of  I't-imsyh 


tUtUl. 


] larrisbitrijh.  I'u. 

Voir  Honoir: — 1  unclose  you  copy  of  an  open 
IfUcr  1  have  written,  ^iviny  a  proposition  wliich 
1  hojie  will  l)e  disciisse'l  throui^hoiit  t!ie  l'*nu;lish 
■^peakiiiL;  nations.  A>  it  may  be  considered  that 
I  am  n-.ore  interested  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
tiian  in  any  other  State  of  the  Union.  I  send  you 
the   first  copy. 

My  great-Krcat-i^aandfatlier.  Menry  Dennis,  and 
liis  son,  John  Dennis,  were  requested  to  leave 
riiil.-idelphia  as  their  political  views  did  not  asree 
with  tho>e  of  the  parties  in  control  of  the  <.jovern- 
ment  in  1778.  As  they  could  not  take  their  real 
est.'ite  with  them,  it  was  tak(  n  i)ossession  of  hy 
th.iiM-   will)  reipiested  them   to  leave. 

Jolin  Dennis  was  suhsccpiently  put  in  charge  of 
the  ship  huiidim:  yard.^  at  Kingston  in  Canada 
;ind  was  tlie  l)uil(ler  ..f  the  Mr  St.  Laurence  that 
swrpt  Lake  Ontario  in  1814.  so  it  mii^ht  be  said 
tliat  there  was  a  trreat  error  in  judLiinent  in  hav- 
ing; him  leave  the  State.  His  Liranddauuhter.  my 
aunt,  was  wife  of  the  late  \V.  H.  Allen,  an  hon- 
oured president  of  Girard  College,  Thiladelpliia. 
M\  eldest  .urandson  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and 
he  is  at  present  in  the  State,  where  most  of  his 
Tuother's  relatives  live:  his  father,  my  elder  son. 
i>  at  the  front  in  bVance,  taking  his  part  in  the 
flight  for  the  freedom  of  th.e  wr.rld  :  my  otlicr 
son   is   doini;   Ins  duty  near   Palestine. 

1  have  submitted  tlie  substance  of  the  letter  t<i 
men  who  hold  luLdi  position  ;ind  are  well  thouKiit 
of.  to  men  of  I'.  I"..  L.  descent  like  myself,  to 
^'nited  States  citizens  who  are  in  Ontario,  and 
they  all  have  expressed  approval  of  this  suui^es- 
tio!i  fur  "rreiprocity  in  votes"  if  \i<\\  mii^ht  use 
that  lerm  in  desi'jnatim;  the  matter  that  1  sui;^e>t 
j'.i  tile  letter,    i  aiti.  Yours  truly. 

jAil.    K.    ROAK. 
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Toronto,  27th  Xuv..  V)!'/. 


c,  the  '^vvM   I-jij^HnIi  spraki!!!;  (k-nioi-ra- 


avc-     now    (lU! 


aniiRS 


Sfr: 

W 

cii'-«  ot  tlu-  \\i  »r 
lif^litiiij;  >!(k'  l)v  side  in  a  foreign  laml  for 
the  peace  of  the  world,  for  deiiiocracv  and 
freedom  of  hfe  ami  thought  fur  the  small 
nation>  a>  well  a>  for  the  individual. 

Tlie  nu'n  will  retnrn  from  th.e  front  to 
their  respective  home--  with  new  ideals  of 
lirotherhood  and  i-e-peet.  friend-^hip  and  ad- 
miration,   for    tho>e   with    whom   i1k-v    have 


e()-()])eraled   in  thi>  threat  co.r 


!lict. 


v*>oldiers    of    the    Uritish    Domini 


ons.    in- 


chidinj^  the  Home  Land,  are  [;lad  to  honour 
American  soldier^  who  are  in  the  same  tight 
with  them  ami  1  am  >ure  that  American 
soldiers  would  he  i;lad  ti>  ln'nour  their  com- 
rades ol  the  r.riti>h  1  )oiuini()n-.  hut  whv 
-should  this  feelintj;-  of  hrotherhood  he  con- 
fined to  the  men  who  are  or  have  been  at 


thi-  trout 


W 


:iy  should   it   ^toj)  there 


There  were  difference^  between  the  North 


and 


South  sixtv   vear 


auo  ;  the\-   liave  (\\> 


ap])eared.     There  were  dilYerences  one  lum- 


!red     and     fort\'     \ear>     aiTo    betwe 


en 


the 


American  L'olouies  and  (u\at  Britain,  or 
rather  the  American  Coliuie^  llew  to  anus 
a^'aiust    the  claim  of  a   ("icrmrm   who  called 


Km 


if    h'-ULiiand    wa^    a^scrtinj/    "tl 


le 


■';^  ■;:'.:mw».;i:.*.u;i.>«mi>  -'■•t.*^-yyp"—  "7rT?iTii 
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divine  r'v^ln  of  Kitii^s."  N'lai,  by  ami-,  oiidcil 
tliat  as  far  a--  llu'  I'niti'd  States  were  cmi- 
ceriied.     We  j)Ut  an   end   to  it  hy  consiitu- 


iKitial     nietlKxh. 


A     reineml)rance    of     it 


->hou]d  not   now   nuertere    with   the  conhal 


relc-tions  tha.t  should  exi'- 
hsh  s])eakinj^''  pecjplesl 


t  het 


ween  the  I'.n;r- 


(  )nr  tla,t,fs  are  the  same  e^lours,  red.  white 
and  hhie,  both  syin])ohe.  one  the  triple  ero^^ 
of  ihe  patron  Saints  nf  three  j)eople^.  \\uii;- 
li.-h.  Iri>h  and  Seotvh;  the  other  the  sym- 
bol of  \arions  State>  joined  tojj^ether  as  one. 
The  hVeneh  flai:^  is  aKo  red.  white  and 
blue.    synib(jlie    of     Libert}-,     I{(inality   and 


r>at 


ernitv. 


liodi  have  laws  based  on  the  same  com- 
mon law  and  u])on  the  'i'en  Commandments 
given  b\'   jeho\ah  a<4t'>  a,L,^o. 


Would 


.t  1 


i:  not  De  a  C"' 


n\  thinir  if  each  na- 


tion made  a  closer  vtud\-  ot  the  ci 'ustittition 


and   practices  « 


if   the  other  nations,   and   if 


the  r>ntish  Dominions  can  find  any  points 
which  would  be  of  advantas^e  to  them  in 
I'nited  States  political  methods  or  institu- 
tii'iis  whv  should  the}'  not  be  adopted? 

If  the  Inited  State-  can  hud  i^^xxl  jioints 
ui  the  ailministration  of  an>'  ])ari  of  the 
r.i'iti>h  Dominion-,  that  the  I'nited  State^-  do 
tiot    h.'ive.  whv   should   thev   not    u^e  them''' 
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Maiu'  jK'dple  think  tlic  fnnn  of  the  llrit- 
ish  ( lovernnu'iit  t'ullows  clit-cly  that  of  the 
old  Jc'\vi>li  ('lOvi'muK'nt  set  forth  in  tlie  ( )'u\ 
Testanient. 

Would  it  not  be  fittinj^  to  celebrate  the 
winnini;  of  the  victory  over  militarism  and 
the  triumph  of  democracy  Ijy  extending  this 
principal  of  comradeshij)  and  co-operation. 

A  closer  association  of  all  the  IVitish 
si)eaking  rej)ublic>.  for  that  i-~  what  in  fact 
we  all  are,  should  tend  to  j^aiarantee  and 
perpetuate  the  j^eace  and  pros])erity  of  the 
world. 

The  democracie>  -springing  from  a  Com- 
mon stt)ck  have  like  problems  to  solve  in  the 
education  and  u])lifting  in  democratic  prin- 
cipals of  the  ])eople  in  India  and  the  Philip- 
pines. 

The  follovv'ing  case  appears  absurd  in  its 
results.  Two  men,  .\  and  15,  marry  sisters, 
they  are  engaged  in  the  one  business,  .\  a 
I'nited  St;'.tes  citizen  managing  wor'.^^  in 
r.u iTalo.  \\  a  Canadian  citizen  managing 
works  in  Toronto.  I^ach  has  two  sons, 
bnmght  u])  to  play  together,  educatetl  in  a 
like  manner,  the  firm  opens  branches  in 
I  lonohdu  and  Australia,  a  son  of  each  mem- 
ber goes  to  each  place;  in  Honolulu  the  son 
of  A  is  a  citizen,  the  son  of  15  a  foreigner; 
in  .Australia  the  son  of  A  is  a  foreigner,  the 
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soil  of  i;  a  citizen,      is  it  ccjinnii.Mi  >ciisc  lo 
lKi\e  cousins  so  divided? 

Ii>  Ciroat  Ilritain,  Canada,  Australia  and 
the  SiiUtli  .\fric;in  I  )(fniinii  •H'^  a  naliw  b'lm 
citi/cn  of  any  n*'  the  ciuuitrie^  ,^^"in,L,^  into 
aTiiitlier  df  them  has  ri<;lit>  nf  citizenship 
without  liavinij^  tc  take  out  any  {tapers  or 
renounce  any  alle.Ljiance. 

^'et  each  of  the  countries  is  a>  indeper.- 
dent  nf  the  other,  if  in't  more  so,  than  any 
Stute  of  the  L'nion  in  regard  to  the  other 
States. 

I'^.ach  coinitry  has  its  own  laws,  controls 
its  own  l)nsines>  and  ha>  ditYerent  methnd.-, 
•  if  placinj^'  voters  on  the  voters'  li-t. 

it  would  need  \ery  little  leL;'i'-lati< 'U  to 
ha\-e  the  law-  of  the  I'nited  State-  and  the 
liriti-h  Dominions  adju-ted  --o  that  nati\'e 
horn  I'nited  Slate>  citizen^  admitted  into 
any  I'.riti.-h  Dominion  would  have  the  -ame 
ris4ht>  and  privile<,a\s  therein  as  liritish  horn 
subject-  have  and  al>o  that  native  horn 
I'.ritish  citizen-  of  an}-  of  the  Dominions  ad- 
mitted inti>  the  Tnited  v'-^tates  would  have 
therein  the  rii^dits  and  privile.^es  of  native 
horn  I'nited  States  citizen-.  Note  the  words 
"native  Ijorn"'  and  "admitted  into."  as  they 
guarantee  at  lea>t  twent^-nne  years  ol  resi- 
dence and  education  in  an  l'*nL,dish  sjieaking 
democratic  countrv  and  al^o  ensure  tltat  the 


:^!1 
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party  admitted  complies  witli  the  laws  rep^ti- 
latiui^-  the  admi-^iiin  oi'  alit'iis  int!>  llu-  coun- 
try, iln.s  kcc])iin,^  lUit  any  nndc^ir.alilc  indi- 
vidual. Tlir  local  rci|uirc'nicnt<  for  l^cinj^^ 
])laccd  on  I'lc  vot(.T>'  li>i  would  aNo  have  to 
lie  coin])lic(l  with  in  the  'cspcctivc  countries. 

rile  al)o\e  sn<.;m'siioii  js  given  as  a  (|uc.s- 
tion  to  he  di>cn.ssf(l  and  con-itlered  in  the 
various  countries  interested,  the  w  rite  i  he- 
lieviu',--  that  the  ili-cusvi,,H  ujll  lead  in.any 
people  to  an  in\  e:-ti^ation  of  tlie  constitu- 
tion and  methods  of  all  tlie  nations  a.,  i  ol 
a-certaiinn,L;  the  Li^ood  points  of  each  and 
how  closely  they  can  l)e  assiinilated.  Tin' 
I  nited  State-  iia-  a  predilent  an^l  a  direct 
N'"te.  '{"he  r.riti-li  I  dominions  ha\'e  respnn- 
sihle  ,i;o\ern!nents. 

I  he  consideration  of  this  (|ue-tioii  >l-,on]d 
help  to  end  some  misuiidersiandinj^s.  I-",  ,r 
e\aini)le.  the  writer  has  heen  surjiri-i'd  at 
the  number  of  I  Hited  States  cit'/eus  who 
think  that  Canada  and  the  other  I'-nii-h  I  )o- 
mnuoiis  pay  taxes  or  tribute  t(»  Oeat  i'ri- 
lain,  and  who  do  not  realize  the  indepen- 
d'luc  and  fieedom  ,,f  each  I'.ritish  Do- 
n.iinon. 

Ih(  re  is  al-o  an  idea  with  manv  people 
thai  the  Kini;  of  hai^land  ha-  autocratic 
powci-  -I'lh  a-  till-  rulers  m  \m  tria  ^1(1 
<'.erman\    exercise.     Thev  'lo  n(»t  know   ihat 
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the  Kini,^  of  I-jij^rJaiid  linl<]<  his  pnsiiion  bv 
virtue  of  an  Act  of  I 'arliaiiKMit  ;  in  otluT 
words,  iho  l-.n,^lish  jicoplc  liavt-  rlcctod  a 
faiinly  and  haw  made  certain  reL^nIation> 
nnder  which  it  liohK  its  s,,i-ial  |)o-,ition  and 
the  real  ruler  of  t'ach  I'.ritish  Doininion  is 
the  Cabinet  ekcle.j  and  controlled  bv  the 
jjcople  oi  the  Doininion.  ll,,\v  manv  penplo 
HI  the  I'lnted  States  know  that  the'  ('.o\er- 
nor  ot  a  State  has  more  autocratic  pouiT 
than  even  the  Kin^-  of  ( '.rcat  I'.ritain  or  the 
I'rinie  .Mnn"stcr  : 

It  i-  i)ossil)h'  f,,r  the  ('m'led  States,  C.reat 
I'.ritain  and  tlu'  vari'ais  IXinu'ihon-  to  \\,<vk 
in  closrr  liarnii.ny  for  the  advanta-t'  <'\  the 
World:  the  (juesiion  is.  How  can  ue  be-t 
•N>  it  ?     !  nm,  Sir. 

^  our  oiK'dient   scr\ant. 

[as.  K.  I<o\f. 


